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other things to be attached to your fortunes so long as I remain with the Herald, and when that connection ceases, if ever, then will begin the course of that private love, admiration, and esteem, the foundation for which is already solidly laid. May I ask you to let me hear from you. I am General, Sincerely your friend, WM. H. MERBIAM
From Colonel Mulford
Office Assistant Agent for Exchange of Prisoners, FORTHBBS MONROE, VA , Nov. 6,1864
Major-General BUTLER, Commissioner for Exchange etc.
GENERAL: I have the honor to inform you that I am still here awaiting transportation for the sick prisoners now on board steamers "Atlantic" and "Baltic," and more particularly our own men whom I am to receive in return. It would be worse than barbarous, General, for me to undertake, in the ships now at my disposal, the transportation of those feeble and dying men, now anxiously awaiting my arrival at Savannah, and whose sufferings are protracted and aggravated, and whose mortality is fearfully increased by this needless delay. My fleet as organized by yourself was indeed a noble one, for a noble purpose; one that would reflect honor upon our government and carry joy and gladness to many thousand anguished hearts. Of that portion still left me no fault can be found, but the most essential part of this expedition is withheld. I am, by an order from Washington to Colonel Webster, chief quartermaster of this department, deprived the use of the only hospital ships in the fleet, and knowing so well as I do for what a wretched freight I am to provide on my return trip, I feel assured you will approve my course in insisting upon some proper provisions being made for the sick before I sail.
I have now here loaded the steamers "Atlantic," "Baltic," "Northern Light," "H.' Livingston," and "New York," in all some three thousand men; have lost over fifty since their arrival at this place. One other vessel, the "Crescent," is loaded with stores, clothing, etc.
I have turned over to the quartermaster five of the large vessels for transportation of troops. The balance of the fleet are still here. Quartermaster-general informed Colonel Webster he had ordered vessels from New York to relieve the "Atlantic " and "Baltic." They have not arrived yet, nor have